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e Bei/ing Urban Design Studio.  20 Years of InternationaI Collaboration
m

Th
arks the  Oth ann iversay of the pioneering )oint program between the M IT School of

Arch itecture + Plann I ng and Tsingh ua U n Iversity School of Arch Itecture i n BeIfing.
C lose to 400 students a nd facu Ity have ta ken pa rt i n the studio since 1 985 , m aking it
one of the m ost significa nt and end uri ng academ ic emcha nge prog ra m s betwee n the
US and Ch ina.

The goal of the Beij ing U rban Design Stud io is to foster international understand ing
of u rban issues by u ndertaki ng )oint city design , arch itecture and pIa nn ing pro)ects
involvi ng importa nt. o en controversial sites in Beij i ng. Conducted evey other
su m m er on the Tsi ng hu a U niversity ca m pus. and includi ng study across Chi na ,
the Bei)i ng U rban Desig n Stud io involves a total im mersion i n place and process ,

W ork in the stud io is accom pl ished i n i nterdisci pli na y  team s com  bi ning skills in u rba n
design , architectu re, land use planning , transportation. and real estate developm ent.
Tsingh ua U niversity students help w ith u nderstand i ng socia I issues and language.

The Beiji ng City Pla nn ing l nstitute, responsi ble for strateg ic plan ni ng in the city, serves
as the cl ient.

As i I I ustrated in the drawings a nd photographs of the students, the face of Bei)ing has
changed d ram atical ly over the past m enty years, from  an a ncient ca pital of h utongs
and cou rtyard hom es to a global city about to host the O lym pic ga m es. Throughout
th is tra nsition the stud io has kept its focus on the desig n of hom es and neighborhoods

for Be ijing's tee mi ng population , providing alternative, more I ivable models to the
steri I e m odern tow ers that have come to dom inate the landscape.

The Beiji ng studio is led by Professon Denn is Frenchma n a nd Jan W ampler, who
have been involved in the prog ra m si nce 1 987 a nd 1 99  respectively, and Professors
Zha ng Jie , and S ha n J u n of Tsi ng hua Un iversity. The studio was fou nd ed i n 1 985 by
form er M IT Professor Ga y  Hack and Professors W u Lia ngyong a nd Zhu lixua n of
Tsingh ua U niversity. Other M IT faculty w ho have pa rticipated incl ude J ohn de
M onchau m and C hris Zegras a nd form er faculty Paul Lu ke , a nd Ric R ichardson.
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In 2006, the studio Focused on the issue of Beijing's vast migrant
population, by preparing an urban design and developm ent plan for the

Sun Palace neighborhood in the rapidly growing area of northeast Beijing.
Sun Palace is an urban village, a rem nant of the agriculturaI past that now
houses alm ost 5000 m igrant workers and their fam ilies living in courtyard
houses, m any still ow ned by former farm ers. Sun Palace residents work
in construction and service industries but cannot a ord conventional

housing. Nearby a new subway stop is under construction, and high rise
buildings press in.

The studio addressed w hether this resource of a ordable housing and
traditional culture can be m aintained and how to balance transit-oriented
developm ent at the subw ay w ith the needs of the neighborhood.

To research these questions, students interacted with local residents, city
o icials and experts on transporlation and real estate. They assessed
strategic options for the neighborhood and proposed com prehensive plans
for the design and developm ent of Sun Palace. Proposals ranged From
establishing the area as a regional logistics center to creating a living and

working cultural oasis in Beijing.
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Hori ontal . ''Rising at the next level''
This is one line from a Tang poem , Deng'guan'que'lou, by Huanzhi W ang
in 700 AD. It also means ''going above to another noof'.

LeR . UCross-national cooperation lasts for m enty yean , through which M IT
and Tsinghua seek prom inent design and plan''.

Right . ''Dialogues link across the ocean eighty thousand li apart; Am erican
and C hinese colleagues cary  out solutions bearing a global vision''.

Calliar8phy by J ng W gn




